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Item 8 
Policy Group – 19 July 2017 

Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan  

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To formally sign off, and note progress against, the 2016-2017 Crime and Disorder 
Reduction Plan. 

1.2 To seek endorsement of the 2017-2018 Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan. 

2. Key issues 

2.1 The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 placed a statutory duty on police and local councils to 
work in partnership with key partners to formulate and implement local crime reduction 
strategies. To fulfil its obligations Purbeck District Council is an active member of the Dorset 
Community Safety Partnership (CSP).   

2.2 The Purbeck Crime and Disorder Reduction plan evidences the Council’s contribution to the 
work of the Dorset CSP.   

2.3 Progress against the 2016-2017 plan can be seen at Appendix 1.  Based on data reported 
at the CSP in June 2017 total anti-social behaviour (ASB) increased from 770 to 1074 and 
total crime increased from 1607 to 1811.  These increases are reflected across Dorset.  
Plans are being put in place to tackle trends or series identified through the Purbeck 
Partnership Co-ordinating Group (PCG).  All information is being provided to the Dorset 
CSP to enable any commissioned services to benefit Purbeck.  

2.4 The proposed 2017-18 plan can be seen at Appendix 2.  The plan highlights the Council’s 
contribution to delivering crime and disorder reduction in Dorset and reflects the emerging 
work streams, such as Modern Slavery and the continued focus on existing issues such as 
Preventing Violent Extremism, Rural Crime and Anti-social behaviour. 

3. Recommendation 

That a report is submitted to Council recommending: 

(1) That progress against the 2016-2017 Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan is noted; 

(2) The 2017-2018 Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan is approved. 

4. Policy issues 

4.1 How will this affect the environment, social issues and the local economy?  

Community safety continues to be a concern for Dorset residents and communities. The 
plan will ensure that the Council tackles issues efficiently and effectively via a co-ordinated 
approach across all service areas. 
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4.2 Implications 

4.2.1 Resources 

The delivery of this plan is undertaken within the existing staff resources.  Officer 
time is required to attend meetings and work on joint projects 

4.2.2 Equalities 

After considering each equality group no negative equality impacts have been 
identified should the recommendations of this report be agreed by Council.  Section 
149 of the Equalities Act 2010 requires the Council to help eliminate discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation, Actions 3.1 and 3.2 seek to assist with this duty and 
have a positive impact on reducing hate crime in the district.   

5. Further information  

5.1 The Dorset Community Safety Partnership (CSP) is a partnership between statutory 
organisations such as Dorset Police, Local Authorities, Public Health, Dorset Probation 
Trust and Dorset Fire and Rescue Service. 

5.2 The Dorset CSP aims to: 

 Reduce crime and fear of crime 

 Address risk, threat and harm to victims and local communities; and 

 Facilitate the strengthening of Dorset’s communities in the delivery of local initiatives 

5.3 In early 2016, the three Community Safety Partnerships in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole 
and their statutory partners agreed to create a Pan-Dorset Community Safety and Criminal 
Justice Board (CSCJB).  Although some statutory duties remain at the CSP level, some 
have been delegated to the CSCJB to deliver on the CSPs behalf.  The CSCJB deals with 
the community safety issues that are common to Dorset, Poole and Bournemouth and 
works at a strategic level complementing the more locally focused work of the statutory 
CSPs. 

5.4 CSPs are required to have three year Community Safety Plans that are refreshed annually.  
Each year a Delivery Plan acts as partners’ principal performance management framework 
for the Dorset CSP.  The Community Safety Plan 2017-2020 and the Delivery plan 2017-
2018 were signed off at the June meeting of the Dorset CSP. 

5.5 The pan-Dorset priorities agreed by the three CSPs for 2017-18 are: 

 Serious sexual offences (particularly against under 18’s); 

 Domestic abuse related violent crime; 

 Anti-social behaviour. 
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5.6 In addition to the three priorities, Hate Crime and Violent Crime were also agreed as 

‘medium priorities’ in the 2017-18 Partnership Strategic Assessment (PSA) and will 
therefore be monitored through the CSP/CSCJB. 

5.7 The Purbeck Crime and Disorder Reduction plan evidences the Councils contribution to the 
work of the Dorset CSP and is composed of actions that will be completed at CSP level and 
locally by the Partnership Co-ordinating Group (PCG).  

5.8 After many years of reductions, incidents of ASB rose in 2016-2017.  The Purbeck PCG has 
been working closely with partners from the CSP to understand the changing picture and 
put measures in place to address issues of concern.  Work is planned to develop shared 
processes and protocols for ASB and engage with a wide range of services to find solutions 
to local issues.  Despite the increases seen, ASB levels in Purbeck and Dorset remain low 
compared to other areas in the region and nationally.  It should be noted that locally 
partners deal with numerous intractable ASB cases, many of these are long running, 
complex and require involvement from numerous agencies. Lower level mental health and 
substance misuse issues often feature in these cases. 

5.9 Total crime has also increased during 2016-2017, the increases can largely be attributed to 
improved Police recording standards.  Crime levels are not uniform across Dorset but 
Purbeck does remain one of the lowest.   

5.10 All actions within the 2016-17 plan have been completed with the exception of the following: 

 Action 3.1 – Dog Chipping can no longer be offered free by Margaret Green due to a 
change in legislation.  However the team have actively promoted dog chipping and dog 
watch. 

 Action 4.4 – This proposed action has not been progressed by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

 Action 4.7 - This action is not due for completion until later in 2017, good progress has 
been made so far. 

5.11 Key achievements for 2016-17 include: 

 Updating the Councils safeguarding guidance to include new responsibilities such as 
Counter Terrorism and Modern Slavery 

 Established an internal safeguarding group to co-ordinate safeguarding activity across 
the Council, and ensured all staff and Councillors were trained in safeguarding matters 
which has resulted in an increasing number of referrals to partners of safeguarding 
concerns.  

 Managed the Dorset Rural Crime Project, establishing a project team and delivering 
against the agreed Project Plan.  Actions completed have included: 

o Establishing a Dorset Rural Crime Tasking and Co-ordinating Group in order to look 
at the top 3 victims, offenders and locations and take proactive steps to actively 
target and prevent further crimes or offending. 
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o Provided training on how to identify poached carcasses and the relevant procedure 

to follow to a range of partners including Environmental Health Officers and Trading 
Standards Officers. 

o Commissioned the production of a range of intelligence products to enable the 
targeting of resources and funding available by March 2018. 

 Increased engagement with Licence Holders through proactive visits following 
complaints rather than just writing a letter.  

 Participated in National Doorstep Sellers engagement week in partnership with Dorset 
Police and Dorset County Council.  14 events were held across the County with 3 being 
in Purbeck.  Over 500 members of the public were engaged with and key messages 
disseminated.  

 Assisted delivery of ASB training to in excess of 100 Neighbourhood Police Officers in 
Dorset 

 Continued to develop the Partnership Co-ordinating Group to ensure it continues to 
respond to emerging crime trends and key risks in Purbeck.   

 Introduced the requirement for all taxi drivers to undertake safeguarding training, prior 
to their licence renewal. 

5.12 Given the current financial climate it has been unclear what funding will be available for 
safer communities work.  The focus for delivery has been based on the use of partners’ 
existing resources in order to address identified priorities.  The internal crime and disorder 
reduction plan will demonstrate the Council’s continued contribution to addressing the key 
priorities identified by the CSP in order to further benefit from partnership work across the 
County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendices: 
  
1 - 2016-2017 Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan  
2 -  2017-2018 Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan 
 
Background papers: 
 
Community Safety Partnership Plan 2017-2020 
Dorset Community Safety Delivery Plan 2017-18 
 
For further information contact:- 
 
Karen Graham, Community Safety Officer 
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