
Cabinet
Date: Tuesday, 10 December 2019
Time: 10.00 am
Venue: Committee Room 1, County Hall, Dorchester, 

DT1 1XJ
Membership: (Quorum 3) 
Spencer Flower (Chairman), Peter Wharf (Vice-Chairman), Tony Alford, Ray Bryan, 
Graham Carr-Jones, Tony Ferrari, Laura Miller, Andrew Parry, Gary Suttle and 
David Walsh

Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, South Walks House, South Walks Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1UZ (Sat Nav DT1 1EE)

For more information about this agenda please contact Kate Critchel 01305 252234 - 
kate.critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

For easy access to the Council agendas and minutes download the free 
public app Mod.gov for use on your iPad, Android and Windows tablet. Once 
downloaded select Dorset Council.

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting with the exception of any items 
listed in the exempt part of this agenda. Please note that if you attend a committee 
meeting and are invited to make oral representations your name, together with a summary 
of your comments will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  Please refer to the 
guide to public participation at committee meetings for more information about speaking at 
meetings. 

There is a Hearing Loop Induction System available for public use on request.  Please 
speak to a Democratic Services Officer for assistance in using this facility.

Recording, photographing and using social media at meetings

Dorset Council is committed to being open and transparent in the way it carries out its 
business whenever possible.  Anyone can film, audio-record, take photographs, and use 
social media such as tweeting and blogging to report the meeting when it is open to the 
public, so long as they conform to the Protocol for filming and audio recording of public 
council meetings.

Public Document Pack
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4  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 3 - 4

To receive questions or statements on the business of the committee 
from town and parish councils and members of the public. 

The full text of the question or statement must be received 
kate.critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by 8.30am on Thursday 5 
December 2019.  Details of the Council’s procedure rules can be found 
at: Public Participation at Committees

18  EXEMPT BUSINESS

To move the exclusion of the press and the public for the following 
item in view of the likely disclosure of exempt information within the 
meaning of paragraph 3 of schedule 12 A to the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended). 

The public and the press will be asked to leave the meeting whilst 
the item of business is considered.

20  BID FOR GOVERNMENT CAPITAL GRANT FUNDING 5 - 6

To consider a report of the Portfolio Holder for Corporate Development 
and Change.

mailto:kate.critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
http://do-modgov.wdwp.local/documents/s15503/Public%20Participation%20at%20Committees.pdf


Public Question for Cabinet – 10 December 2019

Extinction Rebellion are concerned that the draft Dorset Council corporate 4-year 
plan is not really set in the context of a Climate and Ecological Emergency. It 
appears to be an ‘also ran’ or side issue rather than the issue we are all facing and 
which needs to be urgently addressed and do whatever is necessary to avert the 
worst effects and catastrophic outcomes.

Following the last full Dorset Council meeting Cllr Ray Bryan offered to meet with a 
few Extinction Rebellion supporters to talk through the draft plan and our concerns.

Despite a number of dates being proposed by Extinction Rebellion this meeting has 
yet to take place.  The deadline for consultation on the draft plan is on 20th 
December.

Given the timetable for the new corporate plan, there is no clarity on how any of the 
information and evidence currently being gathered, and feedback from the member 
and officer workshop session themed groups, will be picked and included in the 
corporate plan.  Indeed as reported by Cllr Bryan at your last Cabinet, the outcomes 
from all of this will not be going to your Executive Advisory Panel until the spring and 
then back to Cabinet– so unlikely to have any impact on the final corporate plan.

We appreciate that the council is facing a lot of challenges. Particularly the need to 
meet statutory responsibilities within children and adult services.  However it is these 
vulnerable groups that will be hit the hardest if the climate and ecological emergency 
is not addressed. 

In the context of a declared Climate and Ecological emergency it is surely the basis 
for all decisions and in all departments.  It is the top priority and we were led to 
believe that by declaring an emergency Dorset Council and the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Executive Advisory Panel understood and accepted that. 

The current framework for the draft corporate plan appears to be economic growth, 
economic growth, economic growth! But this is a defining moment for our climate 
and ecological future. What governments, local councils, corporations and 
individuals do in the next twelve months will either contribute to the escalating crisis 
taking us into catastrophe or will work to prevent it.

Will Dorset Council honour the climate and ecological declaration it has made, 
taking all actions possible to prevent the crises, giving leadership and 
direction to our community in its corporate plan, or will Dorset Council 
continue to pretend that ‘business as usual’ is somehow an acceptable 
response?

Julie-Ann Booker
(on behalf of Extinction Rebellion)
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Agenda Item 20
By virtue of paragraph(s) 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A
of the Local Government Act 1972.
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