
INFORMAL MEETING OF THE PLACE AND RESOURCES OVERVIEW 
COMMITTEE

NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 1 JUNE 2021

Present: Cllrs Daryl Turner (Chairman), Les Fry (Vice-Chairman), Mike Barron, 
Pauline Batstone, Ryan Hope, Sherry Jespersen, Carole Jones, Val Pothecary, 
Andrew Starr and Roland Tarr

Apologies: None

Also present: Cllr Rod Adkins, Cllr Tony Alford, Cllr Dave Bolwell, Cllr 
Cherry Brooks, Cllr Ray Bryan, Cllr Graham Carr-Jones, Cllr Susan Cocking, Cllr 
Jean Dunseith, Cllr Beryl Ezzard, Cllr Tony Ferrari, Cllr Spencer Flower, Cllr 
Barry Goringe, Cllr David Gray, Cllr Matthew Hall, Cllr Brian Heatley, Cllr 
Rob Hughes, Cllr Rebecca Knox, Cllr Nocturin Lacey-Clarke, Cllr Louie O'Leary, 
Cllr Andrew Parry, Cllr Molly Rennie, Cllr Jane Somper, Cllr Gill Taylor, Cllr 
David Tooke and Cllr Peter Wharf

Officers present (for all or part of the meeting):
John Sellgren (Executive Director, Place), Jonathan Mair (Corporate Director - 
Legal & Democratic Service Monitoring Officer), Jack Wiltshire (Head of 
Highways), Matthew Piles (Corporate Director - Economic Growth and 
Infrastructure), Dave Thompson (Corporate Director for Property & Assets), 
James Ailward (Head of ICT Operations), Robert Thomas (Project Engineer), 
Matthew Penny (Engineering Projects Manager), Matt Reeks (Service Manager 
for Coast and Greenspace), Steve Maros (Aboriculture Manager), Karyn Punchard 
(Corporate Director for Place Services) and Lindsey Watson (Senior Democratic 
Services Officer)

1.  Declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.

2.  Chairman's Update

The Chairman made the following statement:

At the Annual Meeting of Council on 4 May 2021 it was agreed that all council 
meetings that are not executive in nature, will continue to be held virtually 
from 7 May 2021 until such time as social distancing requirements are 
removed (currently scheduled to be lifted on 21 June 2021).  Where a 
decision is required, committee members will express a ‘minded to’ decision 
in respect of recommendations set out in officer reports, with decisions being 
taken under officer delegated authority in the light of ‘minded to’ decisions 
expressed by members in the virtual meetings.  Recommendations to Cabinet 
will also be confirmed under the relevant officer delegated authority.
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3.  Public Participation

There were no questions or statements from members of the public or local 
organisations.

4.  Questions from Members

There were no questions from councillors.

5.  Immobilisation and Removal of Vehicles Parked in Contravention of 
On-Street and Off-Street Parking Places

The committee considered a report of the Head of Highways which sought 
support for the approach for the removal of vehicles parked in contravention 
of on-street and off-street parking regulations.  The approach would be 
formally agreed by the Portfolio Holder for Highways, Travel and Environment 
and the policy added to the council’s Policy Library.

The committee discussed the issues arising from the report and points were 
noted in the following areas:

 Contracts were in place with a third party for the removal of vehicles
 Associated costs in this area.  The council was lobbying the 

Department for Transport over the level of fees
 The timescales for removing vehicles
 Detail of the operation plan for summer 2021 and work being 

undertaken across council services and with external agencies
 Suggestion that associated costs could be included as an appendix 

to the policy to allow flexibility
 The need to widely publicise the provisions
 Minor amendments to the policy could be made by the portfolio 

holder
 It was not expected to use the provisions frequently but recognised 

that it should act as a deterrent
 Other systems were in place for inappropriate parking.

It was proposed by L Fry seconded by A Starr

‘Minded to’ Decision

That the Place and Resources Overview Committee support the approach 
outlined to remove vehicles parked in contravention of on-street and off-street 
parking regulations.

The Executive Director of Place, having heard the debate, confirmed the 
‘minded to’ decision, under delegated powers on behalf of the informal 
meeting of the Place and Resources Overview Committee.

6.  Asset Transfer Policy
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The committee considered the report to be presented to Cabinet in respect of 
the ‘Asset Transfer Policy’.  The committee were invited to raise any 
comments for consideration by Cabinet.

Councillors discussed the contents of the report and points were raised in the 
following areas:

 Recognition of the key role of ward councillors and town and parish 
councillors who should be notified and be part of the process

 Ward councillors should be notified at the start of all policy 
processes as a default position

 The policies should clearly refer to ward councillors as well as town 
and parish councillors

 Local communities should be automatically given first refusal to bid 
on an asset

 Discussion on the out of scope transfer process
 Need to make it clear that there was no obligation for an 

organisation to take on an asset
 Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils would be 

consulted before the report was discussed by Cabinet
 Work currently underway to create an asset list
 Highlighting of issues around listed buildings and surveys required.

‘Minded to’ Recommendation to Cabinet

That Cabinet: -

1. Agree the Asset Transfer Policy relating to the transfer of Council 
owned property assets of both Low and High Value to Town & 
Parish Councils together with Voluntary and Community based 
(third sector) organisations as attached to the report at Appendices 
1 & 2.

2. Delegate to the Portfolio Holder for Economic Growth, Assets and 
Property and the Portfolio Holder for Customer Services & 
Communities when acting in agreement with each other the 
authority for determining and approving all such transfers 

The Executive Director of Place, having heard the debate, confirmed the 
‘minded to’ Recommendation to Cabinet, under delegated powers on behalf of 
the informal meeting of the Place and Resources Overview Committee.  He 
also noted the comments that had been raised by the committee for 
forwarding to Cabinet.

7.  Street Naming and Numbering Policy

The committee received and considered a report of the Business Solutions 
Analyst which asked the committee to recommend the Street Naming and 
Numbering Policy to Cabinet for adoption.

The committee considered the proposed policy and made comments in the 
following areas:
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 The use of street numbers was welcomed for use by the emergency 
services for locating properties

 Discussion around the correct use of the suffix ‘Way’.  This would 
be clarified following the meeting

 Recognition that in exceptional circumstances it would be 
appropriate to use a less formal suffix.  It was agreed that 
paragraph 5.6 of the report could be amended to include, ‘where a 
street name ends with a suffix’.

‘Minded to’ Recommendation to Cabinet

That Cabinet adopt the proposed Street Naming and Numbering Policy.

The Executive Director of Place, having heard the debate, confirmed the 
‘minded to’ Recommendation to Cabinet, under delegated powers on behalf of 
the informal meeting of the Place and Resources Overview Committee.

8.  Weymouth Harbour and Esplanade Flood and Coastal Risk 
Management Strategic Outline Case

The committee received a report of the Service Manager – Major Projects, 
with regard to the Weymouth Harbour and Esplanade Flood and Coastal Risk 
Management Strategic Outline Case, which would be considered by Cabinet 
on 22 June 2021.

The Chairman referred to the documents that had been included with the 
report and noted that initial costs had been set out, a risk register included 
and that the report highlighted the next steps and associated funding issues.

The committee had no further comments to add.

‘Minded to’ decision

The Place and Resources Overview Committee have reviewed the paper due 
to be considered by Cabinet on 22 June 2021 and have no further comments 
to add.

The Executive Director of Place, confirmed the ‘minded to’ decision, under 
delegated powers on behalf of the informal meeting of the Place and 
Resources Overview Committee.

9.  Management of Council Owned Trees

Councillors considered a report of the Coast and Greenspace Manager with 
regard to the council’s proposed approach for the management of council 
owned trees.

The committee considered the issues arising from the report and points were 
raised in the following areas:
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 Permanent funding for an additional tree inspector would be 
considered as part of the 2022/23 budget setting process

 Links to climate change work being undertaken by the council
 Responsibility for pruning or cutting down trees where they were 

making contact with electricity power lines would be the 
responsibility of the utility company – need to be clear where 
people go to get information as to who is responsible for trees in 
different circumstances

 The policy was in relation to council owned trees on council owned 
land.

It was proposed by S Jespersen seconded by A Starr

‘Minded to Recommendation to Cabinet

That Cabinet consider and approve the contents of the Draft Management of 
Council Owned Trees Policy.

The Executive Director of Place, having heard the debate, confirmed the 
‘minded to’ Recommendation to Cabinet, under delegated powers on behalf of 
the informal meeting of the Place and Resources Overview Committee.

10.  Place and Resources Overview Committee Forward Plan

Councillors reviewed the committee’s forward plan and noted items for the 
next meeting on 31 August 2021.  In addition for the next meeting, the 
Chairman noted that he would like the committee to review the council’s 
procurement policy, particularly in light of the council’s climate change work.  
He also reported that he had asked the Highways Team to bring forward 
further policies for review.

A discussion was held in respect of issues around charging of electric 
vehicles and the Portfolio Holder for Highways, Travel and Environment 
agreed to take the point away for further consideration and report back.

11.  Urgent items

There were no urgent items.

12.  Exempt Business

There was no exempt business.

Duration of meeting: 10.00  - 11.30 am

Chairman
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