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Policy Details  

What is this policy for? A Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out how and when 
a local planning authority will involve the community as part of its 
planning duties. A draft version of Dorset Council’s SCI has been 
consulted on. All of the responses received were analysed and the 
final version of the SCI takes into account the comments received.  

Who does this policy 
affect? 

Dorset Council as the local planning authority 
Dorset’s residents and businesses 
Town and Parish Councils 

Keywords local planning authority, community, SCI, Town and Parish Councils 

Author Name: Ed Gerry  
Title: Planning Policy Team Leader  
Tel: 01258 484211   
Email: ed.gerry@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

Does this policy relate 
to any laws? 

Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) 
The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012, as amended 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

Is this policy linked to 
any other Dorset 
Council policies? 

Local development plans 
Neighbourhood plans 
 

Equality Impact 
Assessment (EqIA) 

A full EqIA was completed for this policy and the assessment details 
that the adoption of the SCI will have a positive or neutral impact in 
respect of the protected characteristics defined under the Equality Act 
2010. 

Other Impact 
Assessments 

Financial Implications  
A number of the consultation methods set out within the SCI have 
budgetary implications. The costs associated with the consultation 
methods detailed in the SCI will be covered by existing budgets.   
   

Climate implications  
The adoption of the SCI itself has limited direct implications in respect 
of climate change. However, the adoption of the SCI will establish an 
appropriate framework by which Dorset Council will consult with the 
community as part of its planning duties. The adoption of such a 
framework will give people an opportunity to engage with the planning 
process on a wide range of matters including climate change. 
 

Risk Assessment  
Having considered the risks associated with this decision, the level 
of risk has been identified as: Current Risk: LOW   
Residual Risk: LOW 
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Dorset Council – 
Planning Service 

Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) 

January 2020 

What we do Explanation 

Producing Local 
Plans  

Local Plans specify the 
types of development that 
may or may not be 
permitted in different 
areas.  

Producing 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Documents (SPD) 

SPDs can provide 
additional detail, 
particularly on specific 
issues such as design.  

Monitoring This measures the 
success of current Local 
Plan policies and helps 
inform the content of future 
Local Plans. 

Neighbourhood 
planning support 

Support given to 
communities undertaking 
neighbourhood planning.  

Working with 
neighbouring 
planning 
authorities 

Managing cross boundary 
issues under the duty to 
cooperate.   

Processing and 
deciding planning 
applications 

Most development 
requires planning 
permission. Planning 
applications should be 
processed efficiently and 
fairly. 

Providing pre-
application advice 

Enables planning issues to 
be discussed before 
planning applications are 
submitted.  

Planning 
enforcement 

Where development does 
not have planning 
permission we can decide 
to take action.  

 

Dorset Council formed on 1st April 2019, 
replacing Dorset County Council and the 
former district and borough councils of East 
Dorset, North Dorset, Purbeck, West Dorset, 
and Weymouth & Portland. The new council 
is a unitary authority. As such it is responsible 
for all planning matters that the former 
councils would have dealt with (including 
minerals and waste).  

The Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI) sets out how and when Dorset Council 
will involve the community as part of its 
planning duties. 

The table opposite summarises the planning 
duties performed by Dorset Council. 

Because planning affects the future of Dorset,   
the Council wants to be sure that everybody 
is able to be involved in both the preparation 
of Local Plans and decisions on planning 
applications. 

We aim to 

 Seek the views of residents, statutory 
bodies, landowners, developers, 
infrastructure and service providers, 
community organisations, businesses 
and visitors as early as possible in 
the process. 

 Engage with and involve people 
regardless of their race or ethnicity, 
faith or belief, age, gender, sexual 
orientation or disability. 

 Provide a range of opportunities and 
consultation methods that are 
inclusive, appropriate, cost effective 
and timely. 

 Produce consultation documents and 
materials that are clear and avoid 
unnecessary jargon. 

 Make documents available upon 
request, in alternative formats, such 
as large print and audio and other 
languages, where possible. 

 Keep people and groups informed of 
progress and let them know of future 
consultation events.  
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Planning policy 

The Council’s planning policies are set out in 
Local Plans (also known as development plan 
documents). ‘Adopted’ local plans and ‘made’ 
neighbourhood plans form the development 
plan. Legally these are the starting point in 
determining planning applications (see page 
5).  

In addition, when more detail is required the 
Council can choose to produce and publish a 
supplementary planning document (SPD).  

Public and stakeholder engagement is an 
important part of the plan making process as 
it allows knowledge and expertise to be 
gathered from a wide range of perspectives.  

Who will we consult 

The Council is required to consult with a 
range of consultees as set out in The Town 
and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012, as amended.  

This includes specific and general 
consultation bodies, and duty to cooperate 
bodies. Specific consultation bodies include: 

 Environment Agency 

 Historic England 

 Natural England 

 Homes England 

 NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning 
Group 

 Public Health Dorset 

 Highways England 

 Network Rail 

 Marine Management Organisation 

 town and parish councils in Dorset 

 neighbouring county, local and parish 
councils 

 Dorset Police and Crime 
Commissioner 

 gas, electricity, water and telecoms 
providers.  

The duty to cooperate also requires us to 
cooperate with the: 

 Civil Aviation Authority 

 Office of Rail Regulation 

 Dorset Local Nature Partnership 

 Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership.  

General consultation bodies include:  

 Voluntary bodies whose activities benefit 
the area; 

 Bodies representing racial, ethnic or 
national groups in the area; 

 Bodies representing disabled persons in 
the area; 

 Bodies representing businesses in the 
area.  

The Council will consult with groups that fall 
into one of the above categories to ensure 
that it captures the views of a broad range of 
local groups that represent different interests 
in the area. If you belong to a group that can 
be described by one of the categories listed 
above and you would like your group to be 
involved in local plan production, please let 
us know.  

As well as the above the Council believes 
that all residents and businesses operating in 
the area should have the opportunity to be 
involved in the plan making process. The 
Council operates a local plan mailing list 
which anyone can ask to be included on. 
Please see page 6 for contact details for the 
Council’s Planning Policy Team.  

When we will consult 

On the next page is a brief overview of the 
plan making process highlighting the key 
production stages.  

 

 

 

  



 3 January 2020 
 

Local Plan production process 

Stage Activity 

Initial evidence 
gathering 

Consider the scope of the 
plan and begin evidence 
gathering. We may consult 
particular stakeholders on 
certain evidence base 
documents.  

Plan preparation 
(can include 
Issues and 
Options and 
Preferred 
Options stages) 

Engage with local 
communities, businesses 
and other interested parties. 

Public consultations will 
usually last six weeks.1 

Publication  Draft plan published and 
representations invited on it 

for a minimum of six weeks2. 

Submission Plan submitted for 
examination. 

Examination in 
public  

Independent inspector 
assesses the Local Plan to 
determine whether it is 
‘sound’ and meets other 
legal requirements. 

Public hearings are held. 
Everyone who made 
representations at the 
publication stage will be 
notified six weeks 
beforehand. 

The Inspector’s Report is 
published.  

Adoption Plan adopted (depending on 
outcome of inspector’s 
report). 

 

                                                      
1
 Additional days will be added to the consultation period 

to compensate for any public bank holidays that coincide. 
In exceptional circumstances public consultation on a SPD 
may last for only four weeks. 

How we will consult 

There are a number of methods that we can 
use to inform, consult and involve others such 
as:  

 Publicising consultations through press 
releases, our website, public notices in the 
local press, posters, leaflets, and social 
media (e.g. Twitter and Facebook). 

 Emailing or writing to appropriate 
organisations, community groups and 
individuals directly. 

 Making consultation documents available: 
o at appropriate council reception 

areas2 
o on the Dorset Council website  
o at local libraries or other public 

locations, as deemed appropriate.  

 Hosting public events such as exhibitions 
and displays where everyone is welcome 
to attend and ask questions.  The Council 
will aim to hold these events towards the 
beginning of a consultation period.  

How to make your involvement effective 

The following is a guide to making sure that 
your involvement is effective: 

 Write clearly and submit your 
comments within the published 
timescale. 

 Give your name and contact details3  

 Be courteous and respectful of other 
people’s views. We reserve the right 
not to accept comments that could be 
considered offensive. 

Be aware that local plans and decisions need 
to be legal and consistent with government 
policy.  

What happens to your comments? 

All comments received in response to a 
consultation will be considered. A 
consultation report summarising comments 
and a response to the issues raised will be 
made available on the Local Plan web pages. 

                                                      
2
 The Council will publicise at what council reception areas 

consultation documents are available to view. 
3
  The Council’s Planning Policy Privacy Notice is available to 

view on the Council’s website. It can currently be accessed 
via the following link: 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-council/about-
your-council/data-protection/service-privacy-
notices/planning-policy.aspx   

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-council/about-your-council/data-protection/service-privacy-notices/planning-policy.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-council/about-your-council/data-protection/service-privacy-notices/planning-policy.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-council/about-your-council/data-protection/service-privacy-notices/planning-policy.aspx
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Neighbourhood planning 
Dorset Council is responsible for facilitating 
neighbourhood planning in the Dorset area. 
Neighbourhood planning gives local 
communities direct power to develop a 
shared vision for their neighbourhood and 
shape the development and growth of their 
local area.  

With a neighbourhood plan (NP) a community 
can create planning policies that will be used 
in determining planning applications. 
Alternatively, a neighbourhood development 
order (NDO) can be used to grant planning 
permission for specific types of development.  

The qualifying body that can produce a NP or 
NDO is the parish or town council in areas 
that have one. In areas without a parish or 
town council, a neighbourhood forum needs 
to be formed to act as the qualifying body.  

Neighbourhood planning support 

Dorset Council will offer support, advice and 
assistance to groups undertaking 
neighbourhood planning activities. The 
support offered will be tailored to the needs of 
the group, but may include attendance at 
meetings, providing information and advice 
by email and over the phone, and directing 
the group to external sources for advice and 
assistance. In addition, Dorset Council will 
organise and fund the independent 
examination and subsequent referendum. 

When to consult 

The various stages of neighbourhood plan 
production are outlined below. This also 
shows whose responsibility it is to consult at 
the different stages.  

Stage  

Area 
designation 

Before neighbourhood 
planning work can formally 
start, the area must be 
designated a 
‘neighbourhood area’. 
Details of how to do this 
are set out on the 
Council’s website. 

Plan production Groups should aim to be 
inclusive and open when 
preparing a plan. They 

should inform the 
community of the 
proposals and allow 
people to make their views 
known.  

Pre-submission 
consultation 

When the qualifying body 
consider the plan ready 
they should publicise it 
and invite representations 
for at least six weeks. 
They should then consider 
the responses, prepare a 
consultation statement, 
and if necessary, amend 
the plan.  

Plan submission  The qualifying body 
submits the plan to Dorset 
Council. We check that it 
meets legal requirements 
then publicise it and invite 
representations on it for at 
least six weeks.  

Examination We send the plan to an 
independent examiner. 
He/she undertakes an 
examination and decides 
whether the plan can go to 
referendum. 

Referendum Dorset Council organises 
a referendum on the plan.  

‘Making’ the 
plan 

If the plan receives 
community support at 
referendum, Dorset 
Council will formally 
‘make’ the plan.  
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Planning Applications 
Most development requires planning 
permission before it can go ahead. This can 
be obtained through submission of a planning 
application. It is at the planning application 
stage where specific, detailed decisions are 
made about the use of land or building works.  

When and who will we consult 

All stages of the planning application process 
from registration onwards can be followed on 
the Council's website.  

 

Stage Consultation 

Pre-
application  

Anyone seeking planning 
permission is encouraged to talk 
to those likely to be affected by 
the proposal and consider their 
views before submitting an 
application. For small scale 
schemes this may be as simple 
as talking over plans with a 
neighbour. The Council can 
provide pre-application advice, 
as detailed on our website.4 The 
Council will aim to provide timely 
pre-application advice. 

Application  The Council is responsible for 
notifying relevant parties when 
an application has been 
submitted.5 The following 
summarises methods we may 
use to consult:  

 Publishing details of planning 
applications online. You can 
view details of planning 
applications on the Council's 
website  

 Emails / letters to statutory 
organisations and interest 
groups 

 Emails / letters to parish and 
town councils 

                                                      
4
 Charges apply for this service.  

5
 The requirements for consulting on planning applications 

are set out in the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015: 
www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/made  

 Site notices 

 Newspaper advertisements 
(where required by law)6 

All consultation material will 
clearly state the deadline for 
responses.  

Making a 
decision  

Many decisions are made by 
council officers using delegated 
powers. Other decisions are 
decided by planning 
committees. Details of 
committee meetings, including 
the agenda, the meeting date 
and time, will be published on 
Dorset Council’s website in 
advance of the meeting. 
Members of the public may 
speak at planning committee 
meetings. Find out more on our 
website7.  

After a 
decision 

 

We will publish all decisions on 
planning applications on our 
website. Reasons for the 
decision and relevant planning 
issues are included in the 
application report which will also 
be on the website.  

 

 
Appeals 
 
Only applicants have the right of appeal 
against a decision. We will inform anyone 
who was notified, or commented on, about 
the original application of the appeal process. 
The Planning Inspectorate will decide the 
best way to handle the appeal process. 

                                                      
6
 Some types of applications have additional prescribed 

requirements in law regarding publicity. Examples include 
planning applications requiring Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA), and proposals that are defined as ‘major’ 
development (including minerals and waste applications), 
which must be advertised in a local newspaper.  
7
 Anyone who wishes to speak at a planning committee 

meeting has to register beforehand, at least two clear 
working days before the meeting. Current guidance for 
speaking at a planning committee meeting is available via: 
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx
?NAME=Guidance%20to%20Speaking%20at%20Planning%2
0Committee&ID=455&RPID=158889   

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/made
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=Guidance%20to%20Speaking%20at%20Planning%20Committee&ID=455&RPID=158889
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=Guidance%20to%20Speaking%20at%20Planning%20Committee&ID=455&RPID=158889
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=Guidance%20to%20Speaking%20at%20Planning%20Committee&ID=455&RPID=158889
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Enforcement 

Where a possible breach of planning control 
is brought to our attention, we will maintain 
the confidentiality of people providing such 
information. Where a breach has occurred, 
we will consider the appropriate action to 
take, if any. We will keep people who have 
made an allegation, as well as those who are 
potentially responsible for a breach, informed 
throughout the investigation. 

Contacts  

Planning application and enforcement 
enquiries:  

The planning office in Dorchester (covers the 
former North Dorset, West Dorset, and 
Weymouth & Portland Council areas): 01305 
838336 
planningteamd@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

The planning office for the former East Dorset 
District Council area: 01202 795031 
planningteamc@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

The planning office in Wareham (covers the 
former Purbeck District Council area): 01929 
556561 
planningteame@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

The planning office for minerals and waste 
development: 01305 224289 
planningteama@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

Planning Policy enquiries:  

planningpolicy@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

01305 838336 

 

Web links for further 
information 

Dorset Council – planning web pages 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning 

National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) 

This sets out the Government’s planning 
policies for England and how these should be 
applied. It is an important document for both 
plan making and decision making.  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/national
-planning-policy-framework--2  

Planning practice guidance 

Produced by the Government, this provides 
further detail and guidance on a wide range 
of planning matters. 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-
practice-guidance  

Planning Portal 

This website provides a guide to members of 
the public and professionals on the planning 
system, and in particular the process of 
gaining planning permission. It offers a 
service to submit planning applications.  

www.planningportal.gov.uk 

Planning Aid England 

Provides planning advice and support to help 
individuals and communities engage with the 
planning system and get involved in planning 
their local area.  

www.rtpi.org.uk/planning-aid/  

Neighbourhood Planning Support 

This website provides information to 
communities on how to develop a 
neighbourhood plan or neighbourhood 
development order. It explains what support 
is available. The website is run by Locality, a 
not-for-profit organisation. 
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/  

mailto:planningteamd@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:planningteamc@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:planningteame@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:planningteama@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:planningpolicy@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/planning-aid/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/
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Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) 

Before completing this EqIA please ensure you have read the EqIA Guidance Notes 
 

Title Adoption of Statement of Community Involvement 

Date assessment 
started: 

02/01/2020 
Version No: 1 

Date of completion:  

 

Type of Strategy, Policy, Project or Service: 

Is this Equality Impact Assessment (please put a cross in the relevant box) 

Existing:                                    Changing, update or revision:  

New or proposed: x Other (please explain):  
 

Is this Equality Impact Assessment (please put a cross in the relevant box) 

Internal: x External:  Both:  

 

Report Created By: 

Name: Frances Summers 

Job Title: Senior Planning Policy Officer 

Email address: Frances.summers@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

Members of the assessment team: Frances Summers, Ed Gerry, Philip Reese 

 

Step 1: Aims 
What are the aims of your strategy, policy, project or service? 

The purpose of the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is to provide a framework 
to be used by planning department that sets out how the planning service will engage with 
stakeholders re planning matters.  

What is the background or context to the proposal? 

The Council is preparing a Dorset Council Local Plan. As part of this process, the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/18) requires that the Council has 
adopted a Statement of Community Involvement. 

Step 2: Intelligence and Communication 
What data, information, evidence and research was used in this EqIA and how has it 
been used to inform the decision-making process? 

Dorset Insight - Statistics and census information on Dorset Council website at: 
https://apps.geowessex.com/insights/AreaProfiles/UnitaryAuthority/dorset-council   

What data do you already have about your service users, or the people your proposal 
will have an impact on? 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/18
https://apps.geowessex.com/insights/AreaProfiles/UnitaryAuthority/dorset-council
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Age: 

With 28.6% of Dorset’s population over 65 years of age, Dorset has a considerably 
higher population of older people than England and Wales at 18.2%. 55.4% of Dorset’s 
population are of working age and 15.9% are aged 15 or below.  

 

Dorset Insight: breakdown of population by age.   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Disability: 

Disability is defined as a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-
term adverse effect on the ability to carry out normal day to day activities. Across the 
Dorset Council area 8% of the population has day to day activities that are limited a lot 
and 11% have day to day limited activities a little.   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Ethnicity: 

The current population statistics for the Dorset Council area indicate that the population is 
predominantly White British (95.6%). However, the overall statistic for Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic (BAME) of 4.4% with 1.7% of the population not having English as their 
mother tongue. However, it is unclear whether this is representative of the entire Dorset 
area and how much regional variation there is in certain parts of the Dorset area.  
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Dorset Insight: breakdown of population by ethnicity.   

98.3% of Dorset’s residents aged 3 and over have recorded English as their main 
language in the 2011 Census. This contrasts with a figure of 92% for England and 
Wales. For over 6,000 Dorset residents English is not their first language. Where English 
is not the main language spoken 78 other languages feature across the county as 
resident’s main language, some in very small numbers.  Where English is not the main 
language spoken, Polish is recorded with the next highest number 1,457 in Dorset, 
followed by German 429, all other Chinese 344 and Nepalese 292. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Religion: 

25.4% of Dorset residents identify as having no religion and 65.1% of residents are 
Christian. The five major non–Christian world religions Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Judaism and Sikhism constitute 1.5% of Dorset’s residents’ religious beliefs. These 
groups are concentrated in Dorset’s towns e.g. Weymouth has just over 300 residents of 
Muslim faith. There are small areas of the county with relatively high proportions of 
people from minority religions. Tarrant Launceston and Tarrant Monkton for example 
have 7% and 4% of the population who are Hindu and 3% and 2% who are Buddhist. 
This reflects the significant Ghurkha community based in and around Blandford Camp.   

 

Dorset Insight: breakdown of population by religion.   

_______________________________________________________________________  

Deprivation and accessibility 

Eleven areas in Dorset are in the top 20% most deprived nationally and the least 
deprived areas are in the east of the council.  

Rural and social isolation creates barriers for communities to access services.  

15.2% of households do not have a car or van.   

What engagement or consultation has taken place as part of this EqIA? 

Consultation took place between 21 June 2019 and Friday 2 August 2019. All consultees 
that were on the previous planning policy databases from the former district/borough 
council areas were contacted as well as general and specific consultees.  

Is further information needed to help inform this proposal? 
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No.  

How will the outcome of consultation be fed back to those who you consulted 
with? 

Those who responded to the consultation on the draft SCI will be informed of the 
adoption of the Statement of Community involvement.  

 

Step 3: Assessment 
 

Who does the service, strategy, policy, project or change impact? 
- If your strategy, policy, project or service contains options you may wish to consider 

providing an assessment for each option. Please cut and paste the template 
accordingly. 

For each protected characteristic please choose from the following options:  
- Please note in some cases more than one impact may apply – in this case please 

state all relevant options and explain in the ‘Please provide details’ box.  

Positive Impact  
 

 Positive impact on a large proportion of protected characteristic 
groups 

 Significant positive impact on a small proportion of protected 
characteristics groups 

Negative Impact 
 

 Disproportionate impact on a large proportion of protected 
characteristic groups 

 Significant disproportionate impact on a small proportion of 
protected characteristic groups. 

Neutral Impact  
 

 No change/ no assessed a significant impact of protected 
characteristic groups 

Unclear 
 

 Not enough data/evidence has been collected to make an 
informed decision. 

 

Age: Positive 

What age bracket 
does this affect? 

All ages 

Please provide 
details: 

All ages should be able to give opinions as planning can affect 
everyone.  

The SCI states that we will use online and hard copy methods for 
communicating. For instance, to communicate with the working age 
we need to provide online access to material in an easy to use 
format. We should also publicise this via social media. To 
communicate effectively with young people the Council will engage 
with school age children by making use of school newsletters or 
events for strategic matters. 

The SCI also states that all communication will be written in plain 
English.   

Most people have access to the internet either via smartphone or 
computer, however, there are still people who do not have access.  

To communicate effectively we should make use of both hard and 
soft copies of our material. We are trying to move towards a 
paperless system which is better for the environment. In some 
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instances the Council may be able to provide hard copies upon 
request. 

Due to the methods proposed for engaging with the public and 
stakeholders it is unlikely that any particular age group will be 
omitted from responding.  

 

Disability: Positive 

Please provide 
details: 
 

To ensure all groups of society are able to engage with the planning 
process the Council will consider making large print documents and 
audio versions of our material available upon request. Planning 
events should also be held in locations with disabled access. Due to 
these measures it is unlikely that negative impacts will occur.  

 

Gender 
Reassignment & 
Gender Identity: 

Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The adoption of the SCI is unlikely to impact on any particular gender 
identity or gender reassignment.   

 

Pregnancy and 
maternity: 

Positive 

Please provide 
details: 

As planning will host events in accessible locations and will provide 
online materials it is unlikely to impact on pregnant women or anyone 
on maternity or paternity leave.  

 

Race and Ethnicity: Positive 

Please provide 
details: 

The SCI states the Council will make material available in alternative 
languages upon request. Due to this there is unlikely to be an impact 
on any race or ethnicity.  

 

Religion or belief: Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

To ensure we communicate effectively with everyone we should 
avoid places of worship when hosting events.  

 

Sexual orientation: Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on any particular sexual orientation.    

 

Sex: Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on any particular sex. 

 

Marriage or civil Neutral 
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partnership: 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on those married or in a civil partnership.  

 

Carers: Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on carers.  

 

Rural isolation: Positive 

Please provide 
details: 

Due to providing material online, providing hard copy documents at 
certain locations, or on request, and hosting events in accessible 
areas where public transport is available it is unlikely that the 
adoption of the SCI will impact on anyone experiencing rural 
isolation.  

 

Single parent 
families: 

Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on single parent families.  

 

Poverty (social & 
economic 
deprivation): 

Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on poverty.   

 

Military 
families/veterans: 

Neutral 

Please provide 
details: 

The methods of communication used by planning are unlikely to 
impact on military families or veterans.  
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Step 4: Acton Plan 

Provide actions for positive, negative and unclear impacts.  

If you have identified any negative or unclear impacts, describe what adjustments will be made to remove or reduce the impacts, or if this is 

not possible provide justification for continuing with the proposal. 

Issue Action  
Person(s) 
responsible  

Deadline How will it be monitored? 

Impact on 
religious beliefs  

To ensure we communicate effectively with the whole 
community we should avoid places of worship when 
hosting public events relating to planning. Place this into 
consultation strategy rather than SCI.  

 
Frances 

September 
2020  

As we monitor our 
consultations and 
engagements.  

     

     

     

 

Step 5: EqIA Sign Off 

Officer completing this EqIA: Frances Summers Date: 02/01/2020 

Equality Lead:  Date:  

Relevant Focus Groups*:  Date:  

Directorate Board Chair:  Date:  

* To include Diversity Action Groups 

Please send this completed EqIA to Equality Leads:   
Equality Leads: Susan Ward-Rice  susan.ward-rice@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

Kathy Boston-Mammah  kathleen.boston-mammah@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

 

mailto:Susan.Ward-Rice@dorsetcc.gov.uk
mailto:KBoston-Mammah@dorset.gov.uk
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